
Facebook. It’s such a small word for such a huge phenomenon.

In February 2004, four Harvard students launched a website that would change the way people communicated worldwide. 
Mark Zuckerberg, Eduardo Saverin, Dustin Moskovitz, and Chris Hughes originally opened thefacebook.com to Harvard 
students as a way for students to connect over the internet with the people they already knew, basically creating a social circle 
online. As the website grew, it expanded to more college campuses across the United States and eventually the world. In August 
2005, thefacebook.com was officially changed to Facebook and, in September 2005, the network was officially opened to high 
school students.  It now includes more than 300 million people globally.

The site evolved quickly from a simple way to look up local friends to a multi-billion dollar corporation. Over 6 billion minutes 
are spent on the site a day. During those 6 billion minutes, users are connecting instantly from around the planet to "chat," 
upload photos, write "Notes,” send "Flair," or use any of the countless applications that the networking site offers. About 92 
percent of the NW student body has a Facebook account. It not only offers entertainment to all ages, but a way for businesses 
and professional companies to display and advertise their goods and services. In fact, hundreds of millions of dollars are 
generated in ad revenue for Facebook each year, which is how it makes its money.

Although Facebook may just be another passing fad, it has  led to the creation of other sites like Twitter and LinkedIn, 
changing the way the world communicates.

Karen Baltzley, sophomore "Me and my boyfriend of two years decided together we would set our relationship 
statuses as single, alluding we broke up on Facebook to see how people would respond. Within minutes I had three 
friends call to see if I was okay and people kept commenting on it saying "What happened" and "No." People were 
mad when we told them it was a joke."

Bette Hursh, sophomore "Facebook is just dumb and it deleted my Facebook [account]. I don't know [what 
happened]. It just like deleted and I was like 'I have all my pictures on there.' My cousin died in January and we were 
friends on Facebook. Now I can't look at her Facebook anymore because when I emailed the Facebook people they 
were like 'Sorry, we can't help you'. So I lost all my stuff. Then I created a new one, but I'm about ready to delete it 
because I think that if someone needs to talk to me they can come find me or give me a call. Don't do it all through 
the internet. It drives me crazy."

Charity Medis, sophomore "One day I was on Facebook and this creepy guy with a really long name, he 
added me. It said he was from Ecuador and we had no mutual friends, but I added him anyway. He looked like 40 
years old. Then he started talking to me. He would talk to me in a different language. Soon enough, I deleted him as 
a friend."

Mike Marcus, junior “I literally haven’t talked to my best friend from preschool in 10 years, and now we are 
pretty good friends, and it’s because we found each other on Facebook by accident.”

John McNair, senior “I met this girl on Facebook, I don’t know how, but this was back in 7th or 8th grade. 
So then I met with her, and I wasn’t sure if she was dating someone, and then I kissed her. I figured out she had a 
boyfriend, and they broke up and now I’ve become good friends with the kid.”
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